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A year’s worth of highlights on B.C.’s waters
An ocean of sailing events, races, shows
BY CHRISTOF MARTI, SPECIAL TO THE SUN

SEPTEMBER 4, 2013

Fireworks explode over boaters at the Celebration of Light.

B.C.’s waters come in all flavours, shapes and sizes to offer everything from family friendly boating
festivals and events, to cruising, boat shows, international races and offshore sailing adventures.
• Races are hosted by yacht clubs and two of B.C.’s premier yachting events attract boats from both
the U.S. and Canada: The Swiftsure International Yacht, hosted by Royal Victoria Yacht Club, dates
back to 1930. With hundreds of boats right in front of the Empress Hotel in downtown Victoria, the
twoday event attracts sailors and landlubbers alike. Boats and competitors from as far as California,
Hawaii, New Zealand and even Russia have participated in Swiftsure.
While the number of entrants is smaller, the VanIsle 360 International Yacht Race is another
fantastic event. About 50 boats sail around Vancouver Island in series of races that stretch over two
weeks. Along the way, the crews and their shore support teams get involved in community activities
such as BBQs or a visit by schoolchildren to the race boats.
These are just two of the races and regattas held in B.C. There are countless club races that range
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from a relaxed evening social, to competitive racing and international championships.
• There is more to the fun than racing, however. One of my favourite onthewater events of the year
is the Celebration of Lights — watching the fireworks on English Bay. Over a million spectators
attended this event this year. The lucky ones who got a ride on one of the hundreds of boats enjoyed
frontrow seats. The Red Bull aerobatic plane put on an amazing show. Having a barbecue, sipping
on my favourite drink and watching a spectacular sunset while waiting for the evening’s main event
was hard to beat. Watching the fireworks from the water is simply spectacular. The rockets bursting
into millions of stars and twinkling right above our heads is something I would not want to miss.
• More lowkey, but nevertheless a wonderful event, the Richmond Maritime festival takes place
every year at the Britannia Heritage Shipyard in Steveston. The main attraction this year was the tall
ship Lady Washington, which was used in the movie Pirates of the Caribbean. Other attractions
included music, knottying, local artist and artisans, more boats, numerous food stands and, of
course, all the heritage buildings of the shipyard. A great event for the entire family.
• Ships to Shore Steveston (Tall Ship Festival) is another event where a small flotilla of tall ships and
other historical vessels are made accessible to the public. This year, the 133foot Adventuress, a
schooner built in 1913, was the major attraction.
• The Wooden Boat Festival on Granville Island and the Classic Boat Festival in Victoria are two
events in late summer that are not to be missed by the boating enthusiast interested in historical
boats. The classic sailing boat HMCS Oriole, an active Canadian Navy ship, and the Master, an old
tugboat still running with the original steam engine, are just two of the fine boats you can see and
visit during these two events.
• In the winter, thousands of boatingenthusiastic Vancouverites will flock to the Vancouver
International Boat Show to indulge their dream of faraway cruising destinations and board the latest
boats on the market, or simply experience the unique atmosphere of the boat show. If you are
thinking about learning how to sail, the boat show is a great place explore your options. Listen to
presentations, get to know a sailing school, talk to sailors and check out the great deals to be had on
sailing gear.
If you missed these events in 2013, mark your calendar for next year’s boat show from Jan. 22 to 26
and get an early start on the sailing season.
Christof Marti is the owner of Simply Sailing School in Vancouver (simplysailing.ca) and is a director
on the Board of BC Sailing. Trained as an engineer and with an MBA in finance, Christof is also a
qualified sailing instructor and a certified Yachtmaster. He will be filing reports from B.C.’s coastal
waters over the season.
© Copyright (c) The Vancouver Sun

Previous

www.vancouversun.com/story_print.html?id=8869761&sponsor=

Next

2/3

9/15/13

A year’s worth of highlights on B.C.’s waters

Fireworks explode over boaters at the Celebration of Light.
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